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What do people get for all their hard work under the
sun? (NLT)

What does man gain by all toil and which he toils
under the sun? (ESV).

Eccl 1:3




4 Generations come and generations go, but the earth never
changes. 5 The sun rises and the sun sets, then hurries around to
rise again. 6 The wind blows south, and then turns north. Around

and around it goes, blowing in circles. 7 Rivers run into the sea,
but the sea is never full. Then the water returns again to the rivers
and flows out again to the sea. 8 Everything is wearisome beyond
description. No matter how much we see, we are never satisfied.
No matter how much we hear, we are not content.

Eccl 1:4-11 (NLT)



9 History merely repeats itself. It has all been done before.
Nothing under the sun is truly new. 10 Sometimes people say,
“Here is something new!” But actually it is old; nothing is ever
truly new. 11 We don’t remember what happened in the past, and
in future generations, no one will remember what we are doing

Nnow.

Eccl 1:4-11 (NLT)



The Wisdom of Solomon

29 God gave Solomon very great wisdom and understanding, and
knowledge as vast as the sands of the seashore. 30 In fact, his wisdom
exceeded that of all the wise men of the East and the wise men of Egypt.
31 He was wiser than anyone else, including Ethan the Ezrahite and the
sons of Mahol—Heman, Calcol, and Darda. His fame spread throughout
all the surrounding nations.

1 Kings 4:29-34(NLT)



The Wisdom of Solomon...

32 He composed some 3,000 proverbs and wrote 1,005 songs. 33 He
could speak with authority about all kinds of plants, from the great
cedar of Lebanon to the tiny hyssop that grows from cracks in a wall. He
could also speak about animals, birds, small creatures, and fish. 34 And
kings from every nation sent their ambassadors to listen to the Wisdom
of Solomon.

1 Kings 4:29-34 (NLT)



How Solomon received such Wisdom

3 Solomon loved the Lord and followed all the decrees of his father,
David, except that Solomon, too, offered sacrifices and burned
incense at the local places of worship. 4 The most important of

these places of worship was at Gibeon, so the king went there and
sacrificed 1,000 burnt offerings. 5 That night the Lord appeared to

Solomon in a dream, and God said, “What do you want? Ask, and I

will give it to you!”

1 Kings 3:3-14 (NLT)



How Solomon received such Wisdom

6 Solomon replied, “You showed great and faithful love to your
servant my father, David, because he was honest and true and
faithful to you. And you have continued to show this great and
faithful love to him today by giving him a son to sit on his throne.

1 Kings 3:3-14 (NLT)



How Solomon received such Wisdom

7 “Now, O Lord my God, you have made me king instead of my
father, David, but I am like a little child who doesn’t know his way
around. 8 And here I am in the midst of your own chosen people, a

nation so great and numerous they cannot be counted! 9 Give me
an understanding heart so that I can govern your people well and
know the difference between right and wrong. For who by himself

is able to govern this great people of yours?”

1 Kings 3:3-14 (NLT)



How Solomon received such Wisdom

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. 11
So God replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom in governing
my people with justice and have not asked for a long life or wealth

or the death of your enemies— 12 I will give you what you asked
for! I will give you a wise and understanding heart such as no one
else has had or ever will have!

1 Kings 3:3-14 (NLT)



How Solomon received such Wisdom

13 And I will also give you what you did not ask for—riches and
fame! No other king in all the world will be compared to you for

the rest of your life! 14 And if you follow me and obey my decrees
and my commands as your father, David, did, I will give you a long

life.”

1 Kings 3:3-14 (NLT)



“Meaningless” — mentioned 27 times in the NLT translation

“Vanity” - Mentioned 27 times in the ESV translation




18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

Rom 8:18 (ESV)



What is God asking of you today?

Are you pursuing His purpose?




25 At that time Jesus prayed this prayer: “O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, thank you for hiding these things from those who think
themselves wise and clever, and for revealing them to the childlike.
26 Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way!

Matthew 11:25-30 (NLT)



27 “My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows
the Son except the Father, and no one truly knows the Father
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

Matthew 11:25-30 (NLT)



28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy
to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”

Matthew 11:25-30 (NLT)



6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can
come to the Father except through me.

John 14:6 (NLT)



15 That is why he is the one who mediates a new covenant between
God and people, so that all who are called can receive the eternal
inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them
free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that

first covenant.

Hebr 9:15 (NLT)



4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called
to one glorious hope for the future. 5 There is one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all, in all, and
living through all. 7 However, he has given each one of us a special
giftla] through the generosity of Christ. 8 That is why the Scriptures
say, “When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives
and gave gifts to his people.”

Eph 4:4-8 (NLT)



1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ
Jesus. 2 And because you belong to him, the power(a] of the life-

giving Spirit has freed you[b] from the power of sin that leads to
death.

Rom 8:1-2 (NLT)



28 And we know that God causes everything to work together[m] for
the good of those who love God and are called according to his
purpose for them.

Rom 8:28 (NLT)



