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15' Look carefully then how 
you walk, not as unwise but 
as wise, 16  making the best 
use of the time, because the 
days are evil. 17 Therefore do 
not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 18  And do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with 
the Spirit, Eph 5:15-18  

 

19 addressing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your 
heart, 20  giving thanks always 
and for everything to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  
21  submitting to one another 
out of reverence for Christ.  
Eph 5:19-21 

Egalitarian is a label 
commonly used for those 
who believe that the 
Scripture teaches the 
equality of men and women 
in a way that minimizes or 
denies gender-specific 
roles in marriage or the 
church. 

But what Paul meant by 
submitting “to one another” is 
explained through the 
particular examples of family 
relations, so it is likely that 
submitting to one another 
means “submitting to others 
according to the authority 
and order established by God 

Look at how this word is used 
elsewhere in the New Testament: 
• Jesus is subject to the authority of 
his parents (Luke 2:51)  
• demons are subject to the disciples 
(Luke 10:17: clearly the meaning "act in 
love, be considerate" cannot fit here!)  
• citizens are to be subject to 
government authorities (Rom. 13:1, 5; 
Tit. 3:1, 1 Pet. 2:13)  
• the universe is subject to Christ (1 
Cor. 15:27; Eph. 1:22)  
• unseen spiritual powers are subject 
to Christ (1 Pet. 3:22)  
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• Christ is subject to God the Father 
(1 Cor. 15:28)  
• church members are to be subject to 
church leaders (1 Cor. 16:15-16 [cf. 1 
Clement 42:4]; 1 Pet. 5:5)  
• wives are to be subject to their 
husbands (Col. 3:18; Tit. 2:5; 1 Pet. 3:5; 
compare Eph. 5:22, 24)  
• the church is subject to Christ (Eph. 
5:24)  
• servants are to be subject to their 
masters (Tit. 2:9; 1 Pet. 2:18)  
• Christians are subject to God (Heb. 
12:9; Jas. 4:7)  


