1. Problem

Prov 26: 11

Like a dog that returns to its vomit Is a fool who repeats his folly.

Beauty for Ashes

Theo Potgieter

18 April 2010

2. Reason (Conditional Love)

Gen 4: 6-7 Gen 25: 25 - 26

6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why 25 Now the first came forth red, all over like a hairy garment;

and they named him Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came

has your countenance fallen? 7 "If you do well, will not
forth with his hand holding on to Esau's heel, so his name

your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin

is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you was called Jacob; and Isaac was sixty years old when she
gave birth to them.

must master it."

supplanter, deceiver, to take the place of (another), as

through force, scheming,

Gen 27: 18-36 Gen 27: 18-36

18 Then he came to his father and said, "My father." And he 36 Then he said, "Is he not rightly named Jacob, for he has
said, "Here | am. Who are you, my son?" 19 Jacob said supplanted me these two times? He took away my birthright,
to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn; | have done as you and behold, now he has taken away my blessing." And he
told me. Get up, please, sit and eat of my game, that you said, "Have you not reserved a blessing for me?"

may bless me.“24 And he said, "Are you really my son
Esau?" And he said, "I am." 35 And he said, "Your

brother came deceitfully and has taken away your blessing."”




Gen 30: 41-43

41

Moreover, whenever the stronger of the flock were mating,
Jacob would place the rods in the sight of the flock in the
gutters, so that they might mate by the rods; 42 but when
the flock was feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler
were Laban's and the stronger Jacob's. 43 So the man
became exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks and

female and male servants and camels and donkeys.

3. Solution (Boiling Point)

Gen 32

9

Jacob said, "O God of my father Abraham and God of my
father Isaac, O LORD, who said to me, 'Return to your
country and to your relatives, and | will prosper you,” 10 |
am unworthy of all the lovingkindness and of all the
faithfulness which You have shown to Your servant; for with
my staff only | crossed this Jordan, and now | have become

two companies.

3. Solution (Wrestling)

Gen 32: 22-31

24

Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him
until daybreak. 25 When he saw that he had not prevailed

against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket
of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him. 26
Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." But he

said, "l will not let you go unless you bless me."

3. Solution (Boiling Point)

Gen 32

6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your

brother Esau, and furthermore he is coming to meet you, and
four hundred men are with him." 7 Then Jacob was greatly
afraid and distressed; and he divided the people who were

with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, into
two companies; 8 for he said, "If Esau comes to the one
company and attacks it, then the company which is left will

escape.”

3. Solution (Boiling Point)

Gen 32

n

"Deliver me, | pray, from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau; for | fear him, that he will come and attack
me and the mothers with the children. 12 "For You said, 'l
will surely prosper you and make your descendants as the

sand of the sea, which is too great to be numbered.

3. Solution (Wrestling)

Gen 32: 22-31

27

So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said,
"Jacob." 28 He said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob,
but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and
have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him and said,
"Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you
ask my name?" And he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob
named the place Peniel, for he said, "I have seen God face

to face, yet my life has been preserved."




Deep unto deep Vital Necessity
PS 42:6-8

6 O my God,[a] my soul is cast down within me; Therefore | will Jer 29: 13
remember You from the land of the Jordan, And from the Then you will seek Me, inquire for, and require Me [as a vital
heights of Hermon, From the Hill Mizar. 7 Deep calls unto necessity] and find Me when you search for Me with all your

deep at the noise of Your waterfalls; All Your waves and heart.

billows have gone over me. 8 The LORD will command His
lovingkindness in the daytime, And in the night His song shall

be with me A prayer to the God of my life.

3. Solution (Exchange) 3. Solution (Heart of God)

Gen 33: 3-10

JACOB — DECEIVER 3 But he himself passed on ahead of them and bowed down to the

ISRAEL - he will rule as God ground seven times, untii he came near to his brother. 4 Then
Esau ran to meet him and embraced him, and fell on his neck
and kissed him, and they wept. 5 He lifted his eyes and saw
the women and the children, and said, "Who are these with you?"
So he said, "The children whom God has graciously given your
servant.” 6 Then the maids came near with their children, and

they bowed down.

3. Solution (Heart of God) 3. Solution (Heart of God)

Gen 33: 3-10

Gen 33: 3-10

7 Leah likewise came near with her children, and they bowed 10 Jacob said, "No, please, if now | have found favor in your

down; and afterward Joseph came near with Rachel, and they sight, then take my present from my hand, for | see your

bowed down. 8 And he said, "What do you mean by all face as one sees the face of God, and you have received
this company which | have met?" And he said, "To find favor me favorably.
in the sight of my lord." 9 But Esau said, "I have plenty,

my brother; let what you have be your own.”




4. Result (receptive to grace)

Heb 4: 15-16

15

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with
our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things
as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near
with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may

receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

4. Result (motive = relationship)

1 Sam 21: 6
So the priest gave him holy bread, for there was no bread there

but the showbread which was taken from before the Lord to

put hot bread in its place the day when it was taken away.

Luke 15:

29 "But he answered and said to his father, 'Look! For so many
years | have been serving you and | have never neglected a
command of yours; and yet you have never given me a
young goat, so that | might celebrate with my friends; 30

but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your

wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.

4. Result (ex

61: 3
[To console those who mourn in Zion,
To give them beauty for ashes,
The oil of joy for mourning,
The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That
they may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of the

LORD, that He may be glorified.”

4. Result (motive = relationship)

Luke 6: 4
How he went into the house of God and took and ate the
[sacred] loaves of the showbread, which it is not permitted for

any except only the priests to eat, and also gave to those

[who were] with him?

Luke 15:
"And he said to him, 'Son, you have always been with me,
'‘But we had to celebrate

31
and all that is mine is yours. 32
and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun

to live, and was lost and has been found.



