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Discussion question
e If you think of all the stuff Jesus did, what would you most like to do?

People of power

John 3:1-2

"There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. “This man came
to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God;
for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”

The twelve

Luke 9:1-2

"Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all
demons, and to cure diseases. “He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the
sick.

The seventy

Luke 10:19-20

“Behold, | give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. “Nevertheless do not rejoice
in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written

in heaven.”
Stephen

Acts 6:8

®And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.
Phillip

Acts 8:5-8

“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. °And the
multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the
miracles which he did. 'For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who
were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. ®And there was great
joy in that city.

Paul
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

'And |, brethren, when | came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom
declaring to you the testimony of God. “For | determined not to know anything among you



except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. °I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much
trembling. “And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, °that your faith should not be in
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Peter and John

Acts 3:6-8

®Then Peter said, “Silver and gold | do not have, but what | do have | give you: In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” ’And he took him by the right hand and lifted
him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. ®*° he, leaping up,
stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, leaping, and praising God.

Doing the stuff

John 14:12
“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he will do also;
and greater works than these he will do, because | go to My Father.

Unexpected advantage

John 16:7
"Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you.

Acts 1:8
®But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Source of power

Power

Romans 1:16
For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

®For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. ““For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” **Where is the wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world? “'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it
pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
“’For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; “but we preach Christ crucified, to
the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, *but to those who are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. “’Because the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

in us

2 Timothy 1:7
’For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.



Ephesians 3:20-21

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us, “'to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Powerless?

2 Timothy 3:1-5

'But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: “For men will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, °unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers
of good, “traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, *having a
form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!

People of power

Acts 10:38
*how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.



