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Trees of righteousness 

 
Isaiah 61:1-4 
1"The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach 

good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to 

the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2To proclaim the 

acceptable year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who 

mourn,3To console those who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for 

mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they may be called trees of 

righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 4And they shall rebuild 

the old ruins, they shall raise up the former desolations, And they shall repair the ruined 

cities, The desolations of many generations. 

 

Planted 

 
Psalm 92:13-15 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
14They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing, 15To declare that 

the LORD is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 

 

A man after God’s heart 

 
Psalm 27:4-5 
4One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the 

LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His 

temple. 5For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret place of 

His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock. 

 
Psalm 23:6 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD Forever. 

 
Psalm 122:1 
1I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the LORD.” 

 

The centre point 

 
Ephesians 1:23 (message) 
23The church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. 

The church is Christ’s body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with 

his presence. 
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Peripheral: 

 

• On or near an edge or constituting an outer boundary; the outer area 

• Related to the key issue but not of central importance 

 

His sweetheart 

 
Ephesians 5:25-29 
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27that He 

might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 

but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28So husbands ought to love their own 

wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his 

own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 

 

Effective church 

 
I Corinthians 12:27-28 
27Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 28And God has appointed these 

in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts 

of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 

 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
11And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 

pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ, 13till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 

of Christ;14that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 
15but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ 

– 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 

according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 

body for the edifying of itself in love. 

 


