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Harsh reality 

John 10:10 
10"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 

have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 
 

1 Peter 5:8 
8Be sober, be vigilant; because {NU-Text and M-Text omit because.} your adversary the devil walks 

about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
 

The blessing of being planted 

Psalm 92:13-15 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 14They 

shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing, 15To declare that the LORD is 

upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 
 

Maximum profit 

Hebrews 13:7-17 
7Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, 

considering the outcome of their conduct. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
9Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be 

established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with 

them. 10We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11For the 

bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 

burned outside the camp. 12Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own 

blood, suffered outside the gate. 13Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His 

reproach. 14For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 15Therefore by Him let 

us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His 

name. 16But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
17Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who 

must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 
 

1: Know and obey those who rule over you 

Hebrews 13:7,17 
7Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, 

considering the outcome of their conduct... 17Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for 

they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. 
 

2: Realise it is for your own good 

Hebrews 13:17b 
17b Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 

 

3: Follow their faith 

1 Corinthians 4:14-16 
14I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you. 15For though you 

might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I 

have begotten you through the gospel. 16Therefore I urge you, imitate me. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1 
1Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 
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Hebrews 13:7 
7Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, 

considering the outcome of their conduct. 
 

Hebrews 13:7 (nlt) 
7Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that has come from 

their lives, and follow the example of their faith. 
 

2 Timothy 3:10-15 
10But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, 

perseverance, 11persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra —

 what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12Yes, and all who desire to 

live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13But evil men and impostors will grow worse and 

worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14But you must continue in the things which you have learned 

and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15and that from childhood you have 

known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in 

Christ Jesus. 
 

Proverbs 3:1-8 
1My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my commands; 2For length of days and long 

life And peace they will add to you. 3Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your 

neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart, 4And so find favor and high esteem In the sight of God 

and man. 5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6In all 

your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear 

the LORD and depart from evil. 8It will be health to your flesh, and strength to your bones. 
 

Proverbs 12:15 
15The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who heeds counsel is wise. 

 

Proverbs 26:12 
12Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 

 

Proverbs 18:1 
1A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise judgment. 

 

2 Timothy 2:22 
22Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the 

Lord out of a pure heart. 
 

4: Beware strange doctrines 

Hebrews 13:9 
9Do not be carried about (away) with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be 

established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with 

them. 
 

Ephesians 4:11-16 
11And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 

teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ, 13till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 

man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14that we should no longer be children, 

tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 

cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things 

into Him who is the head - Christ - 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what 

every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes 

growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 
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The blessing of being planted 

Isaiah 61:1-3 
1"The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings 

to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the 

opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And 

the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3To console those who mourn in Zion, To 

give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of 

heaviness; That they may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be 

glorified." 
 

 


