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Sober and vigilant 

1 Peter 5:8-9 
8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 

he may devour. 

 

The Message 
8Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better than to 

catch you napping. 

 

Matthew 26:40-41 
40Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to Peter, "What? Could you not 

watch with Me one hour? 41"Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is 

willing, but the flesh is weak.“ 

 

The test of vigilance 

Judges 7:2-7 
2And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the 

Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, `My own hand has 

saved me.' 3"Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, `Whoever is fearful and 

afraid, let him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead.'" And twenty–two thousand of the people 

returned, and ten thousand remained. 4But the LORD said to Gideon, "The people are still too many; 

bring them down to the water, and I will test them for you there. Then it will be, that of whom I say 

to you, `This one shall go with you,' the same shall go with you; and of whomever I say to you, `This 

one shall not go with you,' the same shall not go.“ 5So he brought the people down to the water. And 

the LORD said to Gideon, "Everyone who laps from the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall 

set apart by himself; likewise everyone who gets down on his knees to drink.“ 6And the number of 

those who lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men; but all the rest of the 

people got down on their knees to drink water. 

 

Vigilance triumphs over numbers 

Judges 7:7,12 
7Then the LORD said to Gideon, "By the three hundred men who lapped I will save you, and deliver 

the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his place.“... 12Now the 

Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East, were lying in the valley as numerous as 

locusts; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the seashore in multitude. 

 

A worthy foe 

Jude 1:9 
9Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, 

dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!“ 

 

Not without power 

Matthew 4:9 
8Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their glory. 9And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down 

and worship me.” 
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Our victory secure 

Colossians 2:13-15 
13And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14having wiped out the handwriting of 

requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, 

having nailed it to the cross. 15Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 

 

Romans 8:35-37 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; 

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.“ 37Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through Him who loved us. 

 

How the story ends 

Revelation 12:11 
11"And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did 

not love their lives to the death. 


