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The new commandment 

John 13:34-35 
34"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another. 35"By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.“ 

 

John 15:12-17 
12"This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13"Greater love has no 

one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 14"You are My friends if you do whatever I 

command you. 15"No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to 

you.16"You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 

and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 
17"These things I command you, that you love one another. 

 

Synergy 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
9Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor. 10For if they fall, one will 

lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up. 
11Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can one be warm alone? 12Though 

one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly 

broken. 

 

True fellowship 

1 John 1:7 
7But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 

of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 

Covenant cut 

1 Samuel 18:1-4 
1Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and 

Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 2Saul took him that day, and would not let him go home to his 

father’s house anymore. 3Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his 

own soul. 4And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even 

to his sword and his bow and his belt. 

 

A mighty man in his own right 

1 Samuel 13:2-3 
2Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and 

in the mountains of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of 

the people he sent away, every man to his tent. 3And Jonathan attacked the garrison of the 

Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout 

all the land, saying, "Let the Hebrews hear!“ 

 

1 Samuel 14:1-15 
1Now it happened one day that Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man who bore his armor, 

"Come, let us go over to the Philistines’ garrison that is on the other side." But he did not tell his 

father. 2And Saul was sitting in the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree which is in Migron. 

The people who were with him were about six hundred men. 3Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s 

brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD’S priest in Shiloh, was wearing an ephod. But 
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the people did not know that Jonathan had gone.4Between the passes, by which Jonathan sought to 

go over to the Philistines’ garrison, there was a sharp rock on one side and a sharp rock on the other 

side. And the name of one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. 5The front of one faced 

northward opposite Michmash, and the other southward opposite Gibeah. 6Then Jonathan said to the 

young man who bore his armor, "Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may 

be that the LORD will work for us. For nothing restrains the LORD from saving by many or by 

few.“7So his armorbearer said to him, "Do all that is in your heart. Go then; here I am with you, 

according to your heart.“ 8Then Jonathan said, "Very well, let us cross over to these men, and we will 

show ourselves to them. 9"If they say thus to us, ‘Wait until we come to you,’ then we will stand still 

in our place and not go up to them. 10"But if they say thus, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up. For 

the LORD has delivered them into our hand, and this will be a sign to us.“ 11So both of them showed 

themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, "Look, the Hebrews are coming 

out of the holes where they have hidden.“12Then the men of the garrison called to Jonathan and his 

armorbearer, and said, "Come up to us, and we will show you something." Jonathan said to his 

armorbearer, "Come up after me, for the LORD has delivered them into the hand of Israel.“ 13And 

Jonathan climbed up on his hands and knees with his armorbearer after him; and they fell before 

Jonathan. And as he came after him, his armorbearer killed them. 14That first slaughter which 

Jonathan and his armorbearer made was about twenty men within about half an acre of land.15And 

there was trembling in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The garrison and the raiders 

also trembled; and the earth quaked, so that it was a very great trembling. 

 

Covenant in action 

1 Samuel 19:1-7 
1Now Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David; 2but 

Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted greatly in David. So Jonathan told David, saying, "My father Saul 

seeks to kill you. Therefore please be on your guard until morning, and stay in a secret place and 

hide. 3"And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak with 

my father about you. Then what I observe, I will tell you.“4Thus Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul 

his father, and said to him, "Let not the king sin against his servant, against David, because he has 

not sinned against you, and because his works have been very good toward you. 5"For he took his life 

in his hands and killed the Philistine, and the LORD brought about a great deliverance for all Israel. 

You saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood, to kill David without a 

cause?“6So Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan, and Saul swore, "As the LORD lives, he shall not be 

killed.“ 7Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these things. So Jonathan brought 

David to Saul, and he was in his presence as in times past. 

 

Working partnership 

Luke 5:4-11 
4When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your 

nets for a catch.“ 5But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and 

caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.“ 6And when they had done this, 

they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. 7So they signaled to their partners in 

the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began 

to sink. 8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a 

sinful man, O Lord!“ 9For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which 

they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 

Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.“ 11So when 

they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. 

 

Who called the disciples? 

John 1:35-49 
35Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 36And looking at Jesus as He walked, he 

said, "Behold the Lamb of God!“ 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 
38Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek? "They said to Him, 

"Rabbi" (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?“ 39He said to them, 
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"Come and see." They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it 

was about the tenth hour).40One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, 

Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the 

Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ). 42And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at 

him, He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A 

Stone). 43The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, 

"Follow Me.“44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.45Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote––Jesus 

of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.“ 46And Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see.“ 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said 

of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”48Nathanael said to Him, "How do You 

know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig 

tree, I saw you.“ 49Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the 

King of Israel!“ 

 

Covenant forgotten 

1 Samuel 23:15-18 
15So David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in a 

forest. 16Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and strengthened his hand 

in God. 17And he said to him, "Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You 

shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my father Saul knows that.“ 18So the two of 

them made a covenant before the LORD. And David stayed in the woods, and Jonathan went to his 

own house. 

 

1 Samuel 31:1-6 
1Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and 

fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul and his sons. And the 

Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul’s sons. 3The battle became fierce 

against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded by the archers. 4Then Saul said to 

his armorbearer, "Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men 

come and thrust me through and abuse me." But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly 

afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it.5And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, 

he also fell on his sword, and died with him. 6So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his 

men died together that same day. 

 

Covenant remembered 

2 Samuel 1:11-12,26 
11Therefore David took hold of his own clothes and tore them, and so did all the men who were with 

him. 12And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son, for 

the people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword… 26I am 

distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; You have been very pleasant to me; Your love to me was 

wonderful, Surpassing the love of women. 

 

2 Samuel 9:1-7 
1Now David said, "Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness 

for Jonathan’s sake?“… 7So David said to him, "Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for 

Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you 

shall eat bread at my table continually.“ 

 

2 Samuel 21:7 
7But the king spared Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the LORD’S 

oath that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul. 

 

 

 


