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The Bible is filled with stories of people who should never have accomplished what they did; people who
simply let God be God in their lives.

The shepherd boy

1 Samuel 16:1-13

!Now the LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing | have rejected him from
reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; | am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For |
have provided Myself a king among his sons.” 2And Samuel said, "How can | go? If Saul hears it, he
will kill me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the
LORD. 3"Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for
Me the one | name to you.” “So Samuel did what the LORD said, and went to Bethlehem. And the
elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, "Do you come peaceably?“ °And he said,
"Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the
sacrifice." Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice. 6So it was,
when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, "Surely the LORD'S anointed is before Him.” ’But
the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because |
have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance,
but the LORD looks at the heart.” 8So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel.
And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one.“ °Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen these.” 'And Samuel said to Jesse,
"Are all the young men here?" Then he said, "There remains yet the youngest, and there he is,
keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he
comes here.” 2So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-
looking. And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” *Then Samuel took the horn of
oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from
that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.

The kid from the wrong side of the tracks

Judges 6:11-16

INow the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to
hide it from the Midianites. 2And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, "The
LORD /s with you, you mighty man of valor!“ 3Gideon said to Him, "O my lord, if the LORD is with
us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us
about, saying, "Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?' But now the LORD has forsaken us and
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” *Then the LORD turned to him and said, "Go in this
might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have | not sent you?” *So
he said to Him, "O my Lord, how can | save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and |
am the least in my father's house.“ *And the LORD said to him, "Surely | will be with you, and you
shall defeat the Midianites as one man.“



The social outcast

John 4:4-42 6:11-16

4But He needed to go through Samaria. ®*So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar,
near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. ®Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus
therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. ’A
woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink.” 8For His disciples had
gone away into the city to buy food. °Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You,
being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.
19Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, "Give
Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”

25The woman said to Him, "l know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes,
He will tell us all things.” 2Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He.“ ?’And at this point His
disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You
seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?* 26The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the
city, and said to the men, ?°"Come, see a Man who told me all things that | ever did. Could this be
the Christ?* 3°Then they went out of the city and came to Him...

39And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who
testified, "He told me all that | ever did.” “°So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged
Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. **And many more believed because of His own
word. *’Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

The religious theologian

Acts 22:3-5

3"l am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel,
taught according to the strictness of our fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as you all are
today. #'l persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and
women, %"as also the high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders, from whom |
also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were
there to Jerusalem to be punished.

The baby destined to die

Exodus 1:8-22

8Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. °And he said to his people, "Look,
the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we; °"come, let us deal shrewdly with
them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight
against us, and so go up out of the land.“

15Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of one was Shiphrah and
the name of the other Puah; '®and he said, "When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it /s a daughter,
then she shall live.” But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded
them, but saved the male children alive. ¥So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to
them, "Why have you done this thing, and saved the male children alive?* °And the midwives said to
Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are lively and give
birth before the midwives come to them.“ *°Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the
people multiplied and grew very mighty. 2!And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that He
provided households for them.?2So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, "Every son who is
born you shall cast into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.*”



Exodus 2:1-6

'And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter of Levi. ?So the woman conceived
and bore a son. And when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she hid him three months. 3But
when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and
pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river's bank. *And his sister stood afar off, to
know what would be done to him. °Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river.
And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent
her maid to get it. °And when she had opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. So
she had compassion on him, and said, "This is one of the Hebrews' children."



The stranger in the desert
Acts 8:26-40

2°Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward the south along the road
which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert. 2’So he arose and went. And behold, a man
of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge
of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, ®was returning. And sitting in his chariot,
he was reading lIsaiah the prophet. ?*Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this
chariot.” 3°So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you
understand what you are reading?“ 3!And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he
asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 3?The place in the Scripture which he read was this: "He
was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer /s silent, So He opened not His
mouth. 33In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will declare His generation? For His
life is taken from the earth.” 34So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "l ask you, of whom does the
prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?“ 3°Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 3**Now as they went down the road, they came to some
water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?“ 3’Then
Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "l believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God." *#So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 3**Now when they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went
on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the
cities till he came to Caesarea.



