
The Spirit and the letter

Rom 2:12-29



Romans 1:16-17

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 

power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 

the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the 

righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 

written, The just shall live by faith.



Romans 2:12-15

For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 

without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 

judged by the law; (For not the hearers of the law are just 

before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. For 

when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 

things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a 

law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law 

written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 

witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or 

else excusing one another;)



Rom 2:16-20

In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by 

Jesus Christ according to my gospel. Behold, thou art 

called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast 

of God, And knowest his will, and approvest the things that 

are more excellent, being instructed out of the law; And art 

confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of 

them which are in darkness, An instructor of the foolish, a 

teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of 

the truth in the law.



Rom 12:21-25

Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not 

thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost 

thou steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit 

adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest

idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? Thou that makest thy 

boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest

thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed among the 

Gentiles through you, as it is written. For circumcision 

verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a 

breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made 

uncircumcision.



Rom 12:26-29

Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of 

the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for 

circumcision? And shall not uncircumcision which is by 

nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and 

circumcision dost transgress the law? For he is not a Jew, 

which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which 

is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, 

and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of 

God.



Ps 51:1-4

• Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast 

love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my 

transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against 

you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 

sight, so that you may be justified in your words and 

blameless in your judgment.



James 1:19-27

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 

slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 

Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 

meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the 

word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the 

word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 

mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 

But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 

being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. If 

anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 

this person’s religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God 

the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep 

oneself unstained from the world.


